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Through using ancient techniques like woodcuts or painting on glass, Andrea B ttner explores the timelessü  
myths which accompany the figure of the artist.
B ttner s interest in xilography lies in the double and sometimes contradictory status of a medium that isü ’  
both traditional and historically linked to artisanal production, but also modern, economic and convenient 
beyond its democratic nature (the woodcut print is the medium that enabled man to produce images intended 
for the masses).
In the works of Andrea B ttner religion is a recurring subject, the artist is influenced by historical figures likeü  
Sister Mary Corita Kent who between the 1960s and 70s matched religious faith with political faith; in this 
sense B ttner uses religious values as a lens through which she examines the mechanisms of modern lifeü  
and the art system.

In this exhibition, as well as a series of new woodcuts and screenprints created for this space, there is an 
unseen 16 mm film entitled I feel shame / we feel shame / I feel shame  composed of three simultaneous“ ”  
projections on the walls. The two subjects of the videos, the artist herself and a second figure, declare their 
timidity and their shame in appearing inside the anxiousness-creating gallery space, seen  as the symbolic 
location of the art system and through which the artists have to measure themselves.
An expression of showy seriousness is interspersed with clumsy attempts to live up to the nature of the 
situation which inevitably flow into free and neurotic laughter. I feel shame / we feel shame / I feel shame  is“ ”  
a kind of interview where the emotive dimensions of shame emerge through an extremely precise and refined 
mimicry  and  where  some  self-deprecating  assertions  manifest  themselves  in  a  repetition  of  vocal 
announcements.
In the project room of the gallery there is also an audio work with the title Roth reading  read by Andrea“ ”  
B ttner from the Diary of Dieter Roth. This is a work which places emphasis on the concept of appropriationü  
and where the humility expressed by Roth becomes embodied by the voice of the artist.

(Andrea B ttner was born in Stuttgart in 1972, and lives and works in London and Frankfurt. This is her firstü  
solo exhibition in Italy.) 
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Dancing Nuns
2007
woodcut
120x180 cm



Father / Sister in Church
2008
silk screen print
120x160 cm 



I feel shame / We feel shame / I feel shame
2008
16 mm film and sound transfered onto DVD, 2:40 min. app., looped



I feel shame / We feel shame / I feel shame
2008
16 mm film and sound transfered onto DVD, 2:40 min. app., looped



Grid
2007
woodcut
120x180 cm



Floating Figure
2008
silk screen print
120x160 cm



Untitled
2009
reversed glass painting
25x25 cm 


